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mentioned, Piccinij Cherubini, Rossini, Bel-
lini, Donizetti, Mascagni, Puccini, and Verdi.
Among the French composers are Meyerbeer,
Gretry, Auber, Halevy, Gounod, Offenbach,
Bizet, Saint Saens, Massenet, Debussy and
Charpentier.
Among American composers of operas may
be mentioned Reginald de Koven, Victor Her-
bert, Damrosch and Sousa; and among Eng-
lish composers, Balfe, Macfarren, Sullivan,
Mackenzie and Thomas. It is the German
composers, however, who have raised opera to
the highest point of perfection, the list in-
cluding such names as Handel, Mozart, Bee-
thoven, Weber, Flotow and, finally, Richard
Wagner, the most celebrated of modern com-
posers. In his work, the vocal music of the
piece is deprived of the prominent place for-
merly assigned to it and is made subordinate
to text, instrumentation and scenic decora-
tion. He pref erred the name musical drama
for his works.
The following are among the best-known
operas:
Aida, Verdi	Martha, Flotow
Barber of Seville, Ros- Meistersinger	von
sini	Ntlrnberg, Wagner
Bohemian Girl, Balfe	Mikado, Sullivan
Carmen, Bizet	Nora, Bellin
Cavalleria Rusticana,	Oberon, Weber
Mascagni	Pagliacci, Leoncavallo
Don G-iovanni, Mozart	Rienzi, Wagner
Faust, Gounod	Ring1 des Nibelungen,
Fliegende Hollander,	Wagner
Ber, Wagner	Robin Hood, De Koven
Fra Diavolo, Auber	Robert le Diable, Mey-
Freischiitz, Der, Weber,, erbeer
Les Huguenots, Mey-	Salome   Strai£s
erbeer	Tannhauser, Wagner
Lohengrin, Wagner	Tristan und Isolde,
Lucia di Lammermoor, Wagner
Donizetti	Troyens, Les, Berlioz
Madame Butterfly,	Trovatore, II, Verdi
Puccini	William Tell, Rossini
Magic Flute, Mozart
t Related   Articles.	Consult   the   following
titles for additional	information:
Atda	Faust,   John
Carmen	Lohengrin
Cavalleria	Parsifal
Rusticana	Tannhauser
Comic Opera
COMPOSERS AND SINGERS
See Music
OP'ERA GLASS, a small, double tele-
scope, used chiefly in the theater to obtain a
clearer and more distinct view of the actors;
it is also much used in outdoor nature study.
The instrument has a double-convex lens for
its object glass and a concave lens for the
eyepiece. The eyepiece is attached to a rack
and pinion, by means of which it can be
 properly focused. See field glass; lens;
telescope.
OPHIR, o'feer, the region to which the
Hebrews made voyages in the time of Sol-
omon, bringing home gold, precious stones
and fine wood (I Kings IX, 26-28; X, 11;
11 Chron. VIII, 18). Some authorities be-
lieve that it was situated in the Arabia;
others think it was in India or Africa.
OPHTHALMIA, of thai'me a. See con-
junctivitis.
OPTHAL'MOSCOPE, an instrument for
observing the internal structure of the eye.
It consists of a mirror, by which light from
an artificial source is directed into the eye
of the patient, and a double convex lens, by
which the illumined parts of the structure of
the eye are magnified, in order that they may
be more easly examined, the observer looking
through a hole in the center of the mirror.
The light is usually placed to the side of and
slightly behind the patient's head.
O'PIUM, the dried juice of a species of
poppy, used in medicine, by the dissolute as
an opiate, and well known in many places as
an ornamental garden plant. Commercially
it is of more importance than any other drug.
It is a powerful narcotic, and is used in med-
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OPIUM  POPPY
a, whole plant; b, flower and leaf; c, ripe
capsule; d, seed and its section, enlarged.
icine chiefly to procure sleep and to bring
relief from pain. It is often used in the
form of laudanum, and is an ingredient of
many patent medicines (see moephine),

